
   
       
      
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

WORTHING HOCKEY CLUB IS CELEBRATING 125 YEARS ! 

 

Founded in 1896, Worthing Hockey Club is celebrating its 125th anniversary this year in the 2021/22 season, kicking off from 

July with a Gala Dinner. WHC was one of the seven founder members of the Sussex Hockey Association in 1899. The original 

home was in West Tarring, before putting down roots at the Manor Sports Ground in Broadwater from 1927 until 2019, when 

the hockey centre at The Angmering School was opened and is now the club’s new base.  

 

As well as looking forward, this landmark year provides an opportunity to look back at the journey so far. The club has had a rich 

history over its 125 years, and despite 2 breaks for WWI and WWII, most recently breaks for the Coronavirus pandemic, the 

membership continues to grow with 6 Mens, 2 Ladies and Junior / Development Teams. Notable dates in the club’s history 

include the first competitive match in 1897 against Storrington, the start of the Worthing Easter Festival in 1932 which ran for 

almost 70 years regularly attracting over 50 teams both nationally and internationally as well as on-going success in competitive 

leagues for both the Mens and Ladies teams. Former and current players have gained County, Regional and International 

Honours, whilst the club itself has won honours with both the Mens and Ladies 1st XI’s not forgetting 2nd XI, U21, Veteran and 

Junior league / cup successes. Up until 1989, hockey was played almost exclusively on grass, with the club boasting some of the 

best pitches in the county at the Manor Ground shared with Worthing Cricket Club. The move of the sport to artificial pitches 

from 1989 changed the makeup of the club, with home matches often being played at Worthing Leisure Centre and then at 

St.Andrew’s School where upon opening their new artificial pitch in 2005, became WHC’s home match base, just around the 

corner from The Manor. Finally after also using pitches in Durrington and Angmering, the club was able to build its own 

clubhouse in 2019 at The Angmering School, next to the home astroturf pitch and opening the next chapter of the 125 Year 

history. The 2021/22 season will be a 125th anniversary celebration season with a number of events planned including a Gala 

Dinner on 31st July and a Masters tournament from 27th to 29th August with 12 veterans teams from across the UK being hosted 

over the August Bank Holiday. More events will be announced as the season unfolds and the story continues ......................  

 

  

 

 

 

Worthing Hockey Matches at The Manor Sports Ground 1980s and 1950s 

 

 

 

31/07/21



Worthing Hockey Club - The first 75 years : 1896 – 1971 

 

Early club records show that Worthing Hockey Club was first formed in 1896 and mention the first competitive match was on 

21st November 1897 against Storrington Hockey Club followed by a home win the next week against Brighton.   

The first full season ended on April 2nd 1898 with a match against Mr Wisen’s XI – with the opponents winning 4-1. The first 

secretary was F.B O’Neill and later L.W Head and Berie Collett officiated in the years prior to the World War I, when the club 

colours were different to those today, namely scarlet shirts, blue socks with red tops, followed in 1909 by white shirts and 

shorts. 

 

Worthing was one of seven founder members of the Sussex County Hockey Association forum in 1899.  Until 1901, Worthing 

played at a ground in West Tarring, then at Pavilion Road until 1926 and at Forest Road in 1926/27.  From 1927 to 2019, 

Worthing’s Headquarters were at the Manor Ground, Broadwater.  

 

The First World War interrupted the club and play restarted in 1919. Up until 1926, it ran 1 team, playing 26 matches in that 

year of which 7 were won. MacCormack was captain and Bertie Lane Vice Captain. By 1927 after a series of social events at the 

Berkeley Hotel, the club recruited enough players for a 2nd XI and moved to the Manor Sports Ground in Broadwater, owned by 

Worthing Corporation. The club’s current Gold and Blue kit comes from the colours in the Worthing Town Crest showing the 

links with the town through its history. In the early days, the bar and aftermatch social was at the Cricketers Pub in Broadwater 

(this carried on well into the 1970s !). In 1939 the club again went ‘into storage’ for World War II, with £9 left in the ‘kitty’ and 

The Manor Ground became home to the Army and growing cabbages. 

 

After the war in late 1946, 11 pre-war members picked up under chairman Tom Clifford and president at the 60th Anniversary 

Stanley Green. That season was notable as 13 of the 20 matches were cancelled due to snow ! In 1948 the club expanded to 3 

teams with new Sussex captain Peter Moulding setting the standard, with a 4th XI being launched in 1955. The club institution 

‘The Circle’ was first published in December 1950 by Team Secretary Bob Streeting (a former Worthing Herald writer) and was 

published by a series of dedicated editors, collecting the match reports on a Monday morning, typing and printing ready for 

distribution later in the week - until the club newsletter was finally replaced by websites and emails in the early 2000’s. 

 

 

 

By its 75th Anniversary the club had firmly established 6 regular Saturday teams and 2 Sunday teams. In the 1971/72 season, the 

club was led by Don Spark who played for the club for many years as well as Umpiring for the County and being President of the 

Sussex County Hockey Association.  

Old Cranleighans at Worthing, Easter 1950 
Picture from England Hockey Facebook 

 

WHC Diamond Jubilee 
Program 1956 



 

In addition to regular season hockey, Worthing’s International Easter Festival became well known throughout the hockey 

community. First started by Bertie Lane and his team including C.B ‘Skinny’ Skinner in 1932 when 11 teams participated 

including Old Cranleighans, Beckenham, Brighton and Trojans.  After a break for the war, the festival restarted in 1948. Records 

from 1949 show that teams arriving by train would be met by members of Worthing Hockey Club and shown to their hotels and 

that the bar was open from 11am to 7pm on Saturday only. Before 1964 and the 25th Easter Festival, there were no games 

played on a Sunday and first Easter Festival game on a Sunday was London v ‘The Rest’. The London team included players from 

clubs such as Old Cranleighans and Tulse Hill, whilst ‘The Rest’ included Queens University Belfast, Aldershot Armed Services, 

Cheltenham and Norwich. One of the umpires that day was Paddy Selman who went on to be Worthing Hockey Club president 

from 1984 to 1991. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Worthing Hockey Club - The next 50 years : 1971 – 2021 
 
In the late sixties, league and cup hockey became well rooted in the sport’s seasonal calendar. By its 75th Anniversary in 1971, 

Worthing Hockey Club had firmly established 6 regular Saturday teams and 2 Sunday teams, first winning the Sussex 

Knockout Cup in 1972, a feat repeated 5 times in the next decade.  

 

All home matches were played on five grass pitches outside the clubhouse at The Manor Sports Ground.  The club bar had its 

own ‘Umpires Corner’ which was founded by  member, R H ‘Paddy’ Selman FIH (Grade 1), an internationally recognised umpire, 

who for nearly 50 years helped to make the club well known not only in Sussex but indeed throughout the world of hockey. 

Paddy umpired at the first hockey World Cup and Olympic Games as well as lately writing guides for new umpires that became 

standard training materials and was involved in the innovation of the coloured card discipline system.  

 

The club grew further in this period, with a Veteran team forming in 1978/79 and in 1990 Worthing Hockey Club merged with 

Worthing Ladies Hockey Club to form a large community club for all. A club landmark was achieved in 1989 which saw WHC 

hosting its 50th Easter Festival with over 50 clubs in attendance. Over the years, sides have included many overseas visitors from 

Gibraltar, South Africa, France, Germany, Ireland, United Arab Emirates, Holland and the Czech Republic.  The 50th festival was 

organised by many of the members who are now recognised for their contribution to the club by being honoured as Vice 

Presidents still in 2021. The Festival ran at the Manor Ground for nearly 70 years with the last one in 2001 when grass was finally 

hockey overtaken by the need to play hockey on astroturf.   

 

Worthing Hockey Club in the 1970s . 
Celebrating its 75th Anniversary in 1971 



 
 

 

By the 100th Anniversary in 1996, the club was led by President John Fox (who joined the club in 1964 and was the club’s 2nd 

longest serving president, Sussex Hockey Association Vice President and Sussex County Umpire). The landmark was celebrated 

with a gala dinner at The Charmandean Centre in Worthing on 16th November 1996, with 233 guests including representatives 

from the Hockey Association and Sussex Hockey Association. The room was decorated with 8 hockey sticks in flower 

arrangements and 100 blue and gold balloons. The guestlist included representatives from Easter Festival regulars Surbition and 

Kijana. 

Matches continued to be played at The Manor even after the sport started to move onto artificial pitches when games began 

being played at the Durrington Sports Centre from 1989 and latterly at St.Andrew’s, Durrington and Angmering Schools.  

However, the astroturf era, meant that the club was now spread around Worthing and needed to look for a permanent base 

with pitch and clubhouse on the same site. From 2005 St.Andrew’s High School became Worthing’s principal home base when 

their new artificial pitch was opened by club patron Tim Loughton MP. The partnership with the school was led from Worthing 

Hockey Club by David Carter with the day being celebrated with games including Worthing HC v St.Andrews Old Boys. It also 

showcased Junior matches led by former County player Kathy Minchell and Rob Warner who is still coaching the next generation 

Juniors in 2021, an incredible achievement.    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Worthing Hockey Festival Programs from 
either side of World War II and 6-a-side 
veterans match at The Manor in 1990s 

 

Worthing Hockey Club’s Centenary Season 
1996 and St.Andrew’s pitch opening 2005  



Under current chairman John Herbert and the club’s development committee, the Worthing Hockey Club has undergone a 

transformation in recent years. In 2018, Worthing Hockey Club merged with Penguin Mens Hockey Club which was originally 

formed in 1948, to form one large, community focussed club, dedicated to bringing high quality, fun, social and competitive 

hockey to adults and juniors across the Worthing and wider district areas. Following an intense period of fundraising in March 

2019, the membership of WHC proudly opened its new clubhouse at The Angmering School, overlooking the astroturf which is 

now the club’s home pitch and training centre. Officially opened on Saturday 16th March 2019 by Nick Herbert MP Arundel and 

South Downs, Councillor John Oldfield Chairman Angmering Parish Council and Simon Liley Headteacher Angmering School at 

the ribbon cutting ceremony attended by over 50 invited guests. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Worthing Hockey Club - A Rich History of Success through the Years 

 

Worthing Hockey Club has enjoyed periods of considerable success as a premier Sussex and South of England club, with many 

Worthing members awarded County, Regional and International colours.  

 

Records show that in 1910, 6 Worthing players played in the County XI including J.K. Mathews who was also capped for England 

along with C.W.S Marcon, with players such as Richard Rucklidge and Peter Haslam following in the sixties. R H ‘Paddy’ Selman 

FIH (Grade 1) umpired at the first hockey World Cup in 1971 and at the Olympic Games. 

 

Worthing Club Captain from 1986 to 1990, Harry Cahill, prior to joining WHC, competed in goal for Great Britain in 3 Olympic 

Games 1960, 1964 and 1968. He played 72 times for Ireland between 1953 and 1973 and is a member of Irish Hockey’s Hall of 

Fame and was a member of Worthing’s Sussex Cup winning team in 1981. Since the 1970s a large number of Worthing players 

have received County and/or International honours including  Gerry Beasley, Horace Grostate, Peter Ashworth, Colin Sinnott 

(England), Ted Sclater, Chris Bateman, Cliff Mitchell (County and South of England, GB Squad), Brian Babington, Peter Ellis, Neil 

Longstreet and Jeremy Mott. Alongside Richard Edmondson, Clive Collins was another Worthing player who played over 100 

games for Sussex. His son Jason appeared for both England and GB, playing for South East whilst a Worthing Junior player and 

was Worthing Ladies 1st XI trophy winning coach in 2010/11. 

 

In 1988/89 – Worthing Mens 1st XI reached their highest league position in the South One under manager Gareth Chorley, 

himself a former Welsh International. 

 

Worthing Hockey Club’s new clubhouse at The Angmering School, opened in 2019, under 
current chairman John Herbert and his team 



More recent representative colours have been awarded to Colin Dand (Sussex and Scotland Over 45s), Kathy Minchell, Sussex, 

Rex Fuller (Scotland Over 45s), Andy Allan (Scotland Over 45s), Simon Holloway (Scotland Over 40s), Robin Carr (England Over 70s 

and Over 75s), Adrian Smith and John Herbert (Wales) International Masters colours.   

In 1995, Robin Carr a previous President and Club Captain who joined Worthing in 1968/69 season, celebrated 25 years with the 

club by hosting a Silver Jubilee Match (defeated 3-1 by a Colin Dand XI (another former club captain)). Having played in 2020, 

Robin has a record 52 playing years with the club ! Another notable date came in 1984, when John Massie Jnr made his debut 

for Worthing and still playing in 2021 – John holds the club record for number of club and 1st XI appearances in total playing over 

750 matches and counting ! 

 

 

One of the highlights for the club on the national stage came in 1999, when the Men’s Ist XI made the English Hockey Association 

Trophy Final at the then home of English Hockey, The National Stadium in Milton Keynes. On the Ladies side, the 1st XI ended 3 

years of runners up Sussex Premier League and EHA Vase Finals by recording victory in the Sussex Ladies Plate Final in 2011. Not 

to be left out, the boys U16 team won the Sussex Cup in 2016/17. 

 

 

Now in 2021, the club currently runs 6 Mens teams, 2 Ladies teams and a large junior section including Wolves U16 Boys, Llamas 

U16 Girls and Comets U12 mixed for the youngest members. With such a rich history, firm foundations, a strong and growing 

membership across all ages, WHC is looking forward to starting the new chapter towards the next 125 years ! 

And now the so the story continues ......................         

 

 

 

  

 

 

Robin Carr, Worthing’s longest 
serving player and John Massie Jnr, 
its most capped player  

Worthing Hockey Club EHA Trophy Finalists 1999 and Ladies Sussex Plate Final Winners 2011 



Worthing Hockey Club : Fun Facts – Did you know ? 

 

- Longest away trip for competitive match, was over 300 miles by the Mens 1st XI to Sunderland to score a 2-1 victory in 

the EHA Vase last 16 in 2001; and the match moved a further 10 miles north to North Shields to find an unfrozen pitch ! 

- Worthing first ‘overseas’ competitive cup match was away on Guernsey in 2004 (excluding international ‘social’ tours of 

course – which have been a regular occurrence !!). 

- Guinness Records application rejected in 1997 for largest age difference in a match. On 10th December 1996, Worthing 

6th XI fielded a 10 year old player, whilst the goalkeeper for Mid Sussex Martlets was 77. A 67 year age difference, whilst 

unfortunately was not recognised as a competitive record, but shows the reach of hockey never the less. 

- The 25th anniversary of the Easter Festival was in 1964. This was the first year that matches were played on a Sunday. 

- During World War Two, The Manor Sports Ground was taken over by the Ministry for Agriculture to grow cabbages and 

to store Army Tanks – leaving WHC to go into storage with £9 to its name. 

- In 1995 the Mens First XI won the Sussex Trophy Final 1-0 ‘on their way home’ from Rex Fuller’s stag night ! 

- One of Robin Carr’s earliest games at East Molesey in 1970 resulted in a blizzard en-route and the afternoon spent at the 

Dog and Duck on the A24 at Kingsfold instead ! 

- One year, the Easter Festival became the stepping stone for 2 players ‘missing their return coach’ back to the then 

Czechoslakvia, which led to them trying unsuccessfully to seek asylum. 

- Worthing took its biggest crowd to an ‘Away’ match for the EHA Trophy Final in Milton Keynes in 1999. With 2 full coach 

loads of supporters and many more in cars, the travelling fans numbered over 150 ! 

 

 

 
 
 
 

- Former Great Britain International Callum Giles Coach coached the Mens 1st XI in the 1990’s. As a drag flick expert himself, 

he coached Worthing to be expert in this area too ! 

- Current Great Britain International Luke Taylor was present at the opening of the new clubhouse in 2019 and kindly 

donated a GB shirt signed by the whole squad. 

 

 

 

 



WORTHING HOCKEY CLUB – PRESIDENTS AND CLUB CAPTAINS 

 
President    Club Captain     
         
1896 - circa 01 F.B O'Neill   1962 - 74 Horace Grostate   
1901 - 20 L.W. Head / B. Collett  1977 - 78 Fred Chorley   
1920 - 25 J K Mathews  1978 - 84 Cliff Mitchell   
1925 - 26 H P Brazier  1984 - 86 Richard Edmondson   
1926 - 33 A C Evans   1986 - 90 Harry Cahill   
1933 - 36 Dr H.D. McCall  1990 - 94 John Massie (Snr)   
1936 - 47 G B Bennett  1994 - 96 Charlie Horton   
1947 - 56 Tom Clifford  1996 - 98  Robin Carr    
1956 - 68 Stanley Green  1998 - 02 Colin Dand   
1968 - 74 Don Spark   2002 - 05 Simon Holloway   
1974 - 78 Dick Brown  2005 - 08 Bob Catlow   
1978 - 84 Gerry Beasley  2008 - 10 John Massie (Jnr)    
1984 - 91 Paddy Selman  2010 - 11 John Massie (Jnr) / Claire Wadey  
1991 - 01 John Fox   2011 - 12 Rob Warner / Vanessa Green  
2001 - 04 Ann Quittenton  2012 - 13 Rob Warner / Kirsty Pickett  
2004 - 08 Robin Carr   2013 - 16 John Herbert / Andrea Catlow  
2008 - 12 Bob Catlow  2016 - 17 John Herbert / Michelle Payne  
2012 - 15 David Turner  2017 - 19  John Herbert / Michaela Holmes  
2015 - 17 Kathy Minchell  2019 - 20  Robin Melvin  / Michaela Holmes  
2017 - Present John Herbert  2020 - Present Ian Penny / Katie Neil-Smith  

****************** 

Further information can be found online at: https://www.worthinghockey.co.uk/ 

Follow us on our social media channels: Facebook,  Twitter, Instagram, #WeAreWHC 

 

 

https://www.worthinghockey.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/WorthingHC
https://twitter.com/worthinghc
https://www.instagram.com/worthinghc/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/worthinghc/?hl=en

